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ACTION AF- 18 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EA-11 IO-14 EUR-25 EB-11 COA-02 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 

RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-03 SS-20 USIA-15 AID-20 EPA-04 CEQ-02 

SCI-06 DRC-01 SMI-01 INT-08 COME-OO /198 W 

082466 

R 04101 1Z APR 74 
FM AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9971 
INFO AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

CONFIDENTIAL LUSAKA 0614 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ZA 

SUBJECT: FREEDOM FIGHTER PROBLEM 
REF: LUSAKA 0613 

1. FUZZED LANGUAGE OF GRZ COMMUNICATIONS TO WILDLIFE CONSERV- 
ATION INTERNATIONAL ON ZAMBIA'S INABILITY OR UNWILLINGNESS 

TO CONTROL OR REMOVE FREEDOM FIGHTERS IN WCI GAME CONSERVATION 
AREA ALONG ZAMBEZI REFLECTS HIGHTENED TENSION AND ACTIVITY IN 
AREA AND POSSIBLE DECSION OF GRZ POLITICAL INTERESTS IN 
LIGHT 

OF FREEDOM FIGHTER SUCCESSES TO DATE AS WELL AS PRACTICAL 
LIMITATIONS ON ZAMBIAN SECURITY CAPABILITIES. 

2. RATIONALE BEHIND GRZ COMMUNICATION MAY HAVE BEEN BASED ON 
ONE OR MORE OF FOLLOWING CONSIDERATIONS: A) OBVIOUS BUILD- 
UP AND INTENSIFICATION OF LIBERATION MOVEMENT ACTIVITIES ON 
RHODESIAN BORDER 
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TRAINING AND OTHER ASSISTANCE PLUS ADDITIONAL MATERIAL HELP 
FROM OTHERS, 

E.G., USSR, NORDICS, AND WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES; 

B) GRZ APPROACH TO CONTROL ACTIVITIES OF LIBERATION MOVEMENTS 
WAS MADE BUT MAY HAVE MET WITH RESISTANCE STRONG ENOUGH TO MAKE 
GOVERNMENT RECOGNIZE MORE CLEARLY AFRICAN AND ZAMBIAN INTERESTS 
MUST BE PRESSED WITH NEW VIGOR AND IT THEREFORE NECESSARY TO 

GO BACK ON EARLIER COMMITMENT TO WCI TO FREE THE AREA; 

C) ZAMBIAN FORCES INADEQUATE FOR TASK OR IN ANY EVENT NEEDED 
FOR HIGHER PRIORITY DUTY IN COMBATING RISING RATE OF CRIME, 
ESPECIALLY VIOLENT CRIME. WHATEVER ITS RATIONALE AND CONCLUSION, 
GRZ HAS NOW BECOME MORE BLATANT THAN EVER IN DISREGARD AND 
VILATION OF ITS PUBLIC POSITION THAT FREEDOM FIGHTERS ARE NOT 
BASED IN ZAMBIA AND ARE ONLY ALLOWED FREE PASSAGE FROM BASES 
ELSEWHERE. 

3. THERE IS ENVIRONMENTAL TRAGEDY IN GRZ DECISION. IT MEANS 
INCREASEDDANGER TO VALUABLE WILDLIFE RESOURCES IN THIS UNIQUE 
SECTOR OF ZAMBIA. IN ABSENCE OF WCI SCOUTS AND GAME WARDENS, 
POACHING BY ZAMBIAN RURAL POPULATION WILL GROW AND THERE WILL 
BE ADDITIONAL LOSSES OF GAME TO FREEDOM FIGHTERS SEEKING FOOD. 

4. IN VIEW OF TIE-IN OF WCI WITH AFRICAN WILDLIFE LEADER- 
SHIP FOUNDATION, EMBASSY NAIROBI MAY WISH TO GAVE AMBASSADOR 
MCILVAINE ORALBRIEFING ON REFTEL AND THIS ASSESSMENT. 

WILKOWSKI 
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